
New Program That Promotes the use of SNAP/EBT at Farmers’ 
Markets in Harford Neighborhoods Premieres 

 
HARTFORD, CT, May 10, 2016 – A unique program to raise awareness that 

Farmers Markets in Hartford accept and give extra value for SNAP/EBT 
(formerly known as food stamps) will premier in June.  Oh SNAP Hartford 
promotes the idea that customers get more market money for their 

SNAP/EBT at four weekly neighborhood farmers’ markets in Hartford.  These 
include:  

 Farmers’ Market at Billings Forge (summer-539 Broad St./The Green 
at Billings Forge, winter-563 Broad St./The Studio) – Thursdays, 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m 

 North End Farmers' Market (80 Coventry St./North End Senior Center) 
– Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m. 

 Homestead Farmers' Market (255 Homestead Ave./Chrysalis Center) – 
Wednesdays, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 West End Farmers' Market (385 Farmington Ave./Clemens Place 

Green) – Tuesdays, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 

These four participating farmers’ markets all accept SNAP /EBT and 
customers can get more market money for their SNAP/EBT.  For example, at 

some markets customers using SNAP/EBT will get forty market moneys to 
spend with only a 20 dollar charge on their SNAP/EBT card. 
 

During last summer’s season, these four neighborhood-based markets 
combined attracted 1,100 people every week.  This means they had an 

impact on 20,000 people between June and October.  However, many who 
receive SNAP/EBT may not always frequent farmers’ markets.  Most (50 
percent) don’t know they can use SNAP/EBT at these markets and only 15 

percent realize that customers can get more market money from SNAP/EBT 
at these markets.  “We find that many who don’t shop at farmers’ markets 

believe the markets are ‘not a place for them,’” says Farmers’ Market 
Outreach Project Coordinator Jeniffer Perez Caraballo. “They think farmers’ 
markets are expensive and for foodies only. However, these markets all take 

SNAP/EBT, cater to the tastes of their local neighborhoods, and offer a wide 
price range of foods.  They all sell every-day foods that are healthy and 

affordable by locals from the area.  We know that once customers see the 
variety of produce and foods these markets offer they’ll make the farmers’ 
markets their once-a-week stop.” 

 
Hartford was ranked as the most food insecure city in Connecticut in 2015; 

households that are food insecure struggle regularly to avoid hunger.  Forty 
percent of Hartford’s residents receive SNAP/EBT.  Many don’t know they can 
use them at farmers’ markets, despite the fact that these four farmers’ 

markets allow customers to get more market money for their SNAP/EBT. Oh 
SNAP Hartford was created to get the word out that residents can not only 

use their SNAP/EBTat these four markets, but that they will get more high-
quality food from SNAP/EBT.  



 
“We want Hartford residents to visit these farmers’ markets and to realize 

this is a way to use SNAP/EBT to put great food on the table without 
breaking the bank.  ” says Perez Caraballo.  “These weekly farmers’ markets 

are more than just places to purchase food.  They are neighborhood festivals 
that include music, a place to meet friends, and a way to teach children 
about good eating habits and where their food comes from.” 

 
Oh SNAP Hartford will get their message out through a bi-lingual campaign in 

both English and Spanish that will combine community outreach, traditional, 
web-based and social media.  “We’ll be using ads on city buses, interviews on 
TV and radio, news coverage, Facebook, our website, and person-to-person 

interactions,” says Perez Caraballo.  “A key component will be community 
outreach through our neighborhood street teams.  They are made up of 

people who live in the neighborhoods who will spread the word to come to 
the markets.  When people see them walking around their neighborhoods, 
we want them to stop them and ask questions to get to know our markets. 

We really want people in the neighborhoods to visit and see what farmers’ 
markets are all about. We just want them to see the variety of familiar, 

healthy and affordable foods available and to experience the music and 
celebrations that take place at these markets,” says Perez Caraballo.   

 
Oh SNAP Hartford is a USDA-funded program aimed at increasing awareness 
of SNAP/EBT acceptance at Hartford Farmers’ Markets.  

 
The Oh SNAP Hartford campaign kicks off in June and will run until the end of 

October.  For more information see: www.OhSNAPHartford.org or 
www.facebook.com/ohsnaphartford. 
 

About Oh SNAP Hartford 
 

Oh SNAP Hartford is a USDA-funded program to help fight hunger and 
improve nutrition in Hartford by promoting the use of SNAP/EBT at Hartford’s 
farmers’ markets.  Four of Hartford’s farmer’s markets offer above-face value 

for SNAP/EBT.  They are: Farmers’ Market at Billings Forge (summer-539 
Broad St./The Green at Billings Forge, winter-563 Broad St./The Studio)); 

North End Farmers' Market (80 Coventry St./North End Senior Center); 
Homestead Farmers' Market (255 Homestead Ave./Chrysalis Center); West 
End Farmers' Market (385 Farmington Ave./Clemens Place Green). For more 

information see: www.OhSNAPHartford.org or 
www.facebook.com/ohsnaphartford. 
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